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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission)
form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC
participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees established by the
respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees
collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with 1ISO and IEC, also take part in the work.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Divectives, Rart 3.
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Introduction

The technology of bar coding is based on the recognition of patterns encoded in bars and spaces of defined
dimensions. There are numerous methods of encoding information in bar code form, known as symbologies.
Code 128 is one such symbology. The rules defining the translation of characters into bar and space patterns, and
other essential features of each symbology, are known as the symbology specification.

Manufacturers of bar code equipment and users of bar code technology require publicly available standard
symbology specifications to which they can refer when developing equipment and sof
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Information technology — Automatic identification and data
capture techniques — Bar code symbology specification —
Code 128

1 Scope

This International Standard defines the technical requirements for the bar codg as Code 128. It

specifies Code 128 symbology characteristics, data character encodation, dirqens
the application parameters which need to be defined by users. It specifi¢ e S 3qgy Identifier prefix strings
for Code 128 symbols.

2 Normative references

vits to, or revisions of, any of these
publrcatrons do not apply However parties to ag \ thi ternatronal Standard are encouraged to

ISO/IEC 8859-1, Information techriolegy ‘ e-byte coded graphic character sets — Part 1: Latin alphabet
No. 1. < >

ISO/IEC 15424,
carrier/symbolog

quality test specificat 'n — Nnear symbols.

EN 1556, Bar coding — Terminology.
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